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MOTHER GIN. 


OY 28 the Proſecution or nahi * | 


peachment of Moiber Gin, is 


N. Figure in the Hiſtory of theſe 
Times, I thought 1 — not 


the Reader may depend upon to be Genuine, for 


I had a long and intimate Acquaintance with ; 


her; I always lov'd her, and'I have ſome Rea- 
fon to flatter my ſelf, thar ſhe was not wanting 


in Friendfhip and Eſteem for me; and, per- 
haps, I had as good a Share of both as moſt of 


the Authors about this Town; though, indeed, 


the was very _ to all of the Fee 3 and 


JR” £ 


3 


likely to make fo conſiderable a 


do a more grateful and ſeaſon- 


alle Piece of Service to my Country, than in 
publiſhing the following Account of her; Which 
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921 real] wy the World is oblige to hen for 


many lear © 
| otherwiſe e en the Light. 4 N 
Mother Gin was of Dutch Patentage 3/ > Lol 
ther, who was a ſabftancla Trade in the O 
of Rotterdam (one of the greateſt Marts in Eur 4 
being engag d againſt the Faction of De Vi, 
When that Republick was under his Adminiſtr! 
tion, was oblig'd to fly to England to avoid a 
Proſecution that he was renden d with, for 
FN down one õf the Deputies of the States 
as he was going into the Stadt Houſe, to ſet his 


Hand to- an Edict for takif off the 'Daty on 
French Brandy, which was iiſtended as 8 a Preli- 
minary to- Treaty of Pedte and ommerce, 


that was then in Agitation between France and 


Holland. This Incident exceedingly alarm'd . 


5 Penſfionary, who finding that his late Meaſure 


(7 EASE» Tyan 


particular) his ſecret, and clandeſtine Neg 
Tions Lic, had 22 him — 7 
d dious to the People, was under ſome Appre- 


benſions; that this was only a Forerunner of his 


dcn Beſtruction, as indeed it prov'd, ſor he 


Vas ſoon after tore to Pieces by the Rabble at 


the Hague. A terrible Leſſon to all Miniſters, 


bow . undertake any Thing in contradiction 
cdo the Humour and Diſpoſition; or even Caprice 
of the Multitude; which ought always to be 
ſtrictly obſerved and followed in all Affairs of 


State, whatever the Conſequence may: be to the 


Publick. i f 1 txt 7 


The Father of Mother Gin being thus drove 
into Exile, for the Zeal he ſhewed for the; Li- 
berties of his Country, contented. himſelf, as be- 


came a wiſe and great Man, to yield to that 


Torrent which he could not reſiſt: He ſaw with 
the ak” een and . of, Mind; 


* 5 3 
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Tyranny ind ae Power ruſhing a0 hes 4 


- Inundation upon the ſeven — — But u * = 
could not prevent the Ruin which threatenꝰd his 


Country, ſo he was determin'd never to be an 
Eye witneſs of it; for which Reaſon he removed 
his Perſons and ſuch of his Effects as he could 
ſecure, and came to ſettle in London, where he 
liv'd a private Life, but in good Credit and Re- 
putation; and having acquir'd a handſome For- 
tune by his Induſtry he married an Engliſo Wo- 
man, and obtained an _ of Parliament for his : 
Naturalization. - - * 
„His Wife was of very mean end oblctive Birch, 1 
inſomuch that ſhe was frequently reproached by 
thoſe that were no Friends to her, with being 
ſprung from the Dunghill, an Expreſſion gene- 
rally ufed to denote a Perſon of low Rank and 
Parentage; however, ſhe was a Woman of an 
exceeding high Spirit, and uſed to boaſt on ſuch 
Occaſions of ſome near Relations of herss 'who 
lived in great Intimacy with ſeveral Ladies of 
the firſt Quality, who were extreamly fond of 
them, and were never fo happy as when they 
were lin their Company; and as to Mother Gin 
her ſelf,” though ſhe did not live in a conſtant 
Incercourſe of F riendſhip with Perſons of Faſhi- 
on, yet ſhe was often admitted into their Confi- 
dence, and was univerſally admired, and even : 
idolized by the common People. 
Mother Gin was the only Off. ſpring — the 
aſoketehtioned Marriage: Her Father would 
have given her an Education ſuitable to his Rank 
and Station in the World, and have bred her up 
in the Way of bigh and polite Life, but her 
Mother would by no means conſent to it; ſne 
vas of Opinion 100 ſuch à faſhionable Education 
| e e * Morals more than i it _— the 


Nez. 


Knowledge and Underſtanding, and much leſs 


_ Virtue and Honeſty than other People; and 
that they. were bs of ſo little Uſe and Im- 


Portance to the World; that their Time was 
continually ſpent in running round à Circle of 


3 aue idle, dangerous. apd expepliye Plea- 


When the was about the Age of Gino: ang 


| Twenty her Father died, and ber Mother did 


not — ſurvive him: They were both buried 


in the ſame Grave in Bunbill Fields, for they 
were both Diſſenters, and ſuffered much on ac- 
count of their Principles jn the Time of Charles 
the Second, which: imbitter'd their Minds very 


much ever after againſt the Church of England, 


as approaching too near Popery in her want. of 
Charity, and her Perſecution of thoſe that dif- 


fer'd from her, though in Things allow'd by all 
not to be eſſential to true Faith and primitive | 


XY. 
But the rigid and 9 Doctrines of that 


Perſuaſion which the Parents profeſs d did not 
at all ſuit the Conſtitution of the Daughter; ſhe 


no ſooner ſound her ſelf at her own Liberty, but 
ſhe left the ſober Party, and as it has been often 


obſerved, upon the hs Occaſion, of ſeveral 


other eminent Perſons, who were bred up in the 
ſame Principles, ſhe became a zealous and vio- 


lent Advocate for High Church ; ſhe diſtinguiſh- 

dd her felf 3 in the Cauſe of Dr. Sa- 
| cheverel'; and as ſhe looked upon him as a Saint 
and a Confeſſor, ſhe did that great and learned 


Divine many ſignal Services in the Time of his 
Trouble and Perſecution; the Crouds of Peo- 


Mind 3 that Perſons of Quality: had ne more 


ple that flocked round his Coach, to aſk his 


| ——__ and defend his Perſon, during his Im- 
|  prachments | 


N 33 of Affairs were too wiſe and too 


the Act of Sutceſton, and reſtoring 


eachifient, - as Eben 1% went his Progreſs, 
were all moved and inſpired to that pious Work 
by Mather Gin, wh ch the Doctor always grate- 
fully acknowledged; and which occaſioned" fo 
__ ſtrict an Intimacy; and ſo perfect a Friendſhip 
between her and the Door: Lady ever after, 
that Hothing but Death could diflolve; + 
T The good Services that Mother Gin did at this 
erxitieal Conjuncture very much ebntributed to 
the Change of the M=——y, which followed 
ſoon after; and as thoſe that ſucceeded in tlie 


penetrating, not to diſcern what Advantage it 
would be of to their Meaſures, to gain the Pas 
Pulace to their Side: they were very ſenſible - 
they could not have à propeter Inſtrument for 
that Purpoſe than Malber Gin; as thoſe that 
become Tories in the Church do not long conti- 
nue Whigs in the State, ſhe did not require much 
Time to deliberate upon the Propoſals that were 
made to her; ſhe intirely approved the Scheme 
that Was commugicated to her, for repealing - 
the Govern- 
ment to rhe fame State that it was in before the 
wy ſhe thovght that that Tranſuctiom 
could not be juſtify'd either from Seripture or 
the Laws of the Land, and believed that the "74 
Watiofi would never thrive till the Dofrines'of = 
Paſſive Obedience and Non Refiftance Were made , 
Articles of our Faith, - 

The Gentlemen tbes at the Helm gndiog' [HO 

Mother Gin fall in ſo readily with their Senti- 
ments, and way of Thinking very rightly 
_ Jadged that : hey could not give 4 greater 
Weight and Credit to their Cauſe, and the Mea - 
ſures they were purſuing, than by taking her 

i but the Man- 
OY der 
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ner in a which that was to be r 5 


F among them; they could not make 
her a Priyy Counſellor, becauſe the Attorney Ge- 
neral. who was ordered to ſearch Precedents for 
that purpoſe, had reported, that he gguld not 
find one Inſtance, ſince the Time of Alice Pierce; 

the Miſtreſs of Edward the Third, where one 

Woman, that Was only a Subject, was admitt | 
to fit at that Board; and he deliver'd it as his 
Opinion, and laid it down for Law, that that 

was not a Precedent fit to be followed, but (bes 
ing a Perſon very ſkilful in his Profeſſion, and 
perfectly. well acquainted with the Duty of his 
Office, in order to comply with the Humour 


of his Maſters, and to fave; his Place, hich he 


might otherwiſe, perhaps, have been oblig'd to 
reſign, he declared, that ſne might, not with? 
ſtanding be admitted of the Cabinet "Council, there 
being many Inſtances of the like Kind i in former, 


Reigns, and accordingly. ſhe and another; Lady Ty 


P in Members of that 
N in hjch they ſat, to theigreat; Credit 
and Honour of thoſe, that f chemft bete, 
and to the Admiration- of all the. World: beſides,. 
Juring he remaining Part of that Reign. 
Mother Gin was a bitter Enemy to the. Dake | 
of Marlhorough, he baving always, lighted; and 
neglected ber; but the illuſtrious Here that 
ſucceeded him courting her Favour, nd pro- 
felling 3 an infinite Friendſhip. and Eſteem. f or her, 
85 to ſhew a reciprocal Affection, and Regard 
for chat. great General, was very deſirous, When 
he was appointed to the Command of the Army 
in Handers, to make the Campaign with him; 
hut as a Peace was then concluded on, and the 
Army was not to enter upon Action, the My, 


e he would be eee 8 
© 299 * | a | 


5 keep u the _ of the "OY which, . 
out her Preſence and Aſſiſtance, they knew 
would pen flag, and thereby, perhaps, en- 

danger a total Defeat of all their Meaſures; for 
the whole Succeſs of all their Projects and 
Schemes intirely depended upon her Authority 
and Influence, with thoſe that are vulgarly cal- 

9 led the Mob, and whoſe Motions, at that Time, 5 

abſolutely regulated and eee the Conduct 

8 of the A—- 

It was with ſome Dificulry that. the was per- 
faaded to deſiſt from her Deſign, of taking a 
Tour into Flanders; but being convinced how- 

fital her Abſence might prove to the Cauſe that 
ſhe was engaged in, ſhe at laſt yielded to the 

95 Fiese Inſtances and igen of her 

riends and Coadjutors in the My, and 

Was prevailed with not to leave them in their Ex- 

47 A and when e * brought to 

Criſis. 

All Matters were e come Ts near toa 8 

. nion, and the Friends of the M were pre- 

_ paring Songs of Triumph and Rejoicing, when 
an unexpected. Stroak of Fate diſconcerted. all 
their Projects, and threw every. Thing into the 

utmoſt Perplexity and Confuſion. 5 


; It Was now the Whigs Turn again to get up- 
, permoſt, and the Tories began to dread the. 
S a their „ Reſentment 3, e - 


iy 


* 


1 fre 1 955 
| klare on their Side 3 and that if they tad der | 
they were ſure of the Populace, who, as they 
had found by Experience, would always go as 
The directed. Some of the leading Men among 
them immediately made Application to her, 
and they Tutceeded to their Wiſh; ſhe vowd 
to live and die in their Cauſe; and though ſome 
Overtures were made to her by the Court Par- 
ty, yet her Inclinations were ſo ſtrongly biaſs'd 
the other Way, that no Conſideration of Inte- 
"reſt or Advantage «could Prevail on her to 
change her Conduct, 
A As the was the principal Perſon who was 
| truſted with the executive Part of all the De- 
. figns of the Tories, when they were in Power, 
To they had Recourſe to her for the ſame Pur- 
poſe how they were out: In all the Projects 
dhey concerted againſt the Government, they 
Wholly rehied upon her Aﬀiſtance z and tho h 
| «ſhe had no good Head for Contrivance, yet 
was admirable in the Execution, for me was 
bold, intrepid, and utterly infenſible of Dau- 
ger; and indeed; one may venture to arm, 
that ſhe was the very Soul of her Party, which 
Would have made nv Figure at all, if it had not 
been for her, and which has always roſe or ſunk 
in proportion as the Credit wr Authority of 
"are Gin has advanc'd or deelin'd. 
It is an eſtabliſn'd Maxim among all reat 
Alice never to do that by themfelves 
| which they can do by their Inſtruments or 
Agents, if chere may x any perſonal Danger 
5 or k azard attending it. This Maxim was al- 
ways very religiouſly obſery'd by the Chiefs of 
Mother Gin Party; for whenever any bold and 
deſperate Meaſures were neceſſary to be purſu- 
ed, "they very wiſely ks — a 
FN till 


1 11 1 
| 6 they ſaw how the Aﬀair ation ch 


nate; if it ſucceeded, they aſſum'd the Credit, 


and took the Advantage of it all to themſelves; 

i it did not, as was generally the Caſe, they 
diſavowed the Thing, imputed it all to the Fol- 
ly and Indiſcretion of Mother Gin, and left TW 


or Three of the moſt froward and buſy of her: 


Followers to be hanged, to accommodate the 
Matter and fatisfy the Laws. | 
As Mother Gin was known to be the Mouth of 
2 very numerous Party, both in Church and 
State, ſhe made a very conſiderable Figure in 
all Tranfactions of a publick Nature, til} the 
I. — e growing jealous of her Power, and 
being apprehenſive leſt ſhe ſhould aſſume to her 


elf che fole Direction of all Affairs, Eccleſiaſti- 


cal, Civil, and Military, they paſſed a ver 
ſevere and arbitrary Law, prohibiting her Fol- 
lowers, to the Number Twelve,” or more, 


from aſſembling, in a riotous and tumultuous 


Manner, under the Pain of Death; which amaunt- 
ed to the ſame Thi as reſtraini 
aſſemblin- at all; how would theſe wiſe 
Lawgivers have the People aſſemble together, 
if hep are not to do it in a riotous and tumul- 


Bs tuous Manner? For part Tamar a Loſs to 


gueſs; but as this is a Law which has been pro- 
ved by the ingenious Authors of the Craſisman 
and Fog's Journal, to be directly co to 
Magna Charia, and in manifeſt Violation of the 
Liberties: of the Subject, I intirely fall in with 
their way of Thinking, that ſittle or no Regard 
ought to be had to it; and it is matter of Sur- 

ge me, that aſter the ſtrong and convin- 
Ling Arguments thoſe illuſtriuis Patriats have 
brought to ſhe the Hardſhip and Grievance of _ 
yy SLORY „ been 2 1 


them from 


. 


to it; ; 3 1 ok acknowledge, that i in PR 2 


late Inſtances it has been treated with all the: 
Contempt it deſerves, which muſt, in juſtice, 
be intirely attributed to the ee Effects their 


Writings have had. 3 


But we find from the W of all Ages, 


: that all Governments and States have always 
made it a. Point, on ſome frivolous Pretence or 
other, to ruin thoſe who have appear'd in the 


Cauſe of the People, though with ever ſo much 


| Reaſon and Juſtice on their Side; for ſuch po- 
pular Qualities Themiftocles and Coriolanus were 


drove into Exile, Pbocion was poiſoned, and 


Manlius Capitolinus thrown from the Tarpeian 


Rock; for this Reaſon I could wiſh Mr. D' An- 


vers and Mr. Fog, two Patriots equal in Name 
and Renown with any I have mention'd, would 
act with a little 3 Caution and Circumſpec- 
tion, in the great Deſigns they are carrying on 
for the Good of the People, in whoſe Hearts 
and Affections they bear ſo eminent a Place, as 
| cannot bur give the utmoſt Fear and Jealouſy to 


a weak and tottering 4 ——, who having 


the Foot Guards, and the Weſtminſter Militia 
at their Command, may be provoked, by Re- 
ſentment and Deſpair, to do ſome extraordina- 
ry Act of Violence upon the Perſons of thoſe 


great and diſtinguiſhed Patriots; and how 


would all good Men grieve, and all ill ones re- 


joice, to fee thoſe noble Aſſertors of Liberty 


. looking through a Grate in the ute Hut, or 


beating Hemp in Bridemell!? 
But to return to that Law againſt riotous _ 


_ Pumultuous Aſſemblies, as by way of | Reproach 
the Meeting of the People to defend their juft 

_ Rights, is falſly denominated; a Law which 
has given ſuch great and reaſonable Offence to 

or 2 45 
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all true Patriots and Lovers of Liberty, that 
they date the Deſtruction of the Conſtitution 


| from that Day in which it paſſed ; I fay, this 
Lau was levelPd chiefly at Mother Gin 5 for 


Z ſince ſhe could by no means be prevail'd on to 
fall in with the Meaſures of the My, they 


vere reſolved to put it out of her Power to do 
any important Service for their Enemies: But 
before the . e had taken ſuch an extraor- _ 


dinary Step as this, 1 think it would have be- 
come them to have conſidered, that the Diſpoſi- 
tion and Inclination of the People ought to be 


conſulted before any Law is made; and that it 


is againſt che natural Rights of Mankind to be 
| compelled to pay Obedience to any Laws which 
they do not approve of. Now the 1 —e 


 & muſt have been conſcious to themſelves at the 
Time of making the Riot Ad, as this Law is 
called, that from the very Nature and Deſign 


of ſuch a Law it could never meet with the 


Approbation of the People, as it 1o evidently. 


tended to abridge them of their moſt dear ana 


valuable Privileges; for has it not been the 


| | kaown Right of the People of England, Time | : 


out of mind, to aſſemble together in what Num- 
bers they pleaſe? And being ſo aſſembled to do 
ſuch Acts and Things for the Reformation of the. 
State, or the Puniſhment of wicked and corrupt 
Miniſters, as to them, in their great Wiſdom, 
ſhould ſeem meet? And what Juſtice can we 
expect to be done upon great and overgrown ' 
XZ Offenders, if the People are reſtrain'd from the 


X Exerciſe of that Power, which ſo manifeſtly be- 


longs to them, and which they have always 


executed with ſo much Prudence, Moderation, 


and Impartiality? To make it Felony without 0 


Benefit of Clergy therefore, for the People, in 
3 8 their 


} 
{4 
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their collective Body, to hang a M — r of 
State in Effigy, or to ſet Fire to a Diſſenting 
Meeting Houſe, or to pull down a Turnpile, 


are ſuch Steps towards arbitrary Power, and in- 4 

deed fo (contrary to natural Juſtice, that al! 
good Patriots are of Opinion, that they might. 

| make a Law ; 


with as much Reaſon and Equity, 
to hang a Man for hollowing at a Bonfire. 


. Mather Gin being thus reſtrained from acting 


according to the Dictates of her Conſcience, by 


ſo ſevere and penal a Statute, ſeldom appear'd f 
in publick Affairs, except in Elections for Mem- 


bers af ——, and ſuch extraordinary Occa- 


ſions, in which ſhe was always of great Service | 
to the Country Party, which is the Name that 


thaſe uncorrupt Patriots, and zealous Friends to. 


Liberty, the Tories, chuſe now ta diſtinguiſh. | 


themſelyes by and it was principally through 
her Influence, that all the leading Men among 


them were choſe 3 for though ſhe was not qua- 


lified,; according to the ſtrict Letter of the Law, 


tts vote, yet, as ſhe thought that all the People 


of England bad a natural Right to give their Suf- 


frages for their own R-———, which is a 


Right antecedent to all Laws, and of which na 


Law can deprive them, ſhe not only voted her 


ſelf, but alſaexerted all her Power and Autho- 
_ rity to prevent others from voting who had a 


Right, if ſuch Perſons were not in the Iatereft' 
of her Party; by which means ſeveral honeſt. 
Gentlemen in the Country Intereſt got return gd 
by a conſiderable Majority, who muſt other- 
wiſe have infallibly laſt their Elections by a2 


8 o 


much greater Majority. 


Beſides theſe great and important Service 


which Mother Gin did, in the Inſtances that have 
been mention'd, the was likewiſe very inſtru- 


mental 


4 
l 
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| | mental in IPOs char aboitable Schewe for 
4 1a in n Exciſe on Wine and Tobacco, which, 
57 taken effect, muſt have immediately 


| F rvined the Nation, thoſe Commodities being 
1 g enerally eſteem*d, eſpecially ſince that wicked 
wo 


Ef aries 7 Life, and as ſuch, inſtead of being 


empt was made, among the common Neceſ- 


eiſed, ought to be free from all Duties and Sub- 
X fidies whatever, and an additional Tax laid up- 

on Land, to make up the Deficiency ; bur A- 

ber Cin, bound down and fetrer'd as ſhe was, 


by the diſabling Clauſes in the above · mention- 
eg Statute, nes let the Conſequence be 


| never fo fatal to her ſelf, to. break through all 


Ties and Reſtraints upon that extraordinary 


ency, and either to vindicate the e ; 
her Country, in ſuch imminent Da | 


Emer 
© cies o 
from that pernicious Project, or to periſh with = 
them. Accordingly ſhediſcovered an uncommon 
Spirit and Reſolution during the Courſe of that 
Tranſaction; to ſhew that ſhe defy'd the Power 
as much as ſhe deſpiſed the Malice of her Ene- 
mies, ſhe tore the Rivs AF to pieces, and di- 
ſtributed them to the worthy Citizens that were 
in her Train to light their Pipes with, and then 
led them on with the utmoſt Intrepidity, and 
the hobleſt Contempt of the Laws, her old and 


deſtructive Scheme was then under Conſiderati- 
on ; but as ſoon as ſhe came to back and ſy 


der Friends that were againſt the Bill, the other 


Party viſibly diminiſhed, and ſevefal who were 


4 | Well-wiſhers to the Scheme were ſo intimidated 


by her Preſence, that they never appear d more 
during the Debate. Thus the Project was 
| | oh hs to the Shame and Confuſion of thoſe 
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8 declared Enemies, ro Weſtminſter, where that - . 
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that contriv'd it, and to the immortal Honour F 


I" 
* Wh 4 


of Mother Gin. 


It was a general receiv'd Notion before this 
Time, propagated eſpecially with great Indu- 
ſtry by the miniſterial Writers, to ſerve the 7 
Purpoſes of thoſe that paid them, that the col 
lective Body of the People had no right to con- 
troul the Debates, or in any manner whatever 
to interfere in the Acts or Deſigns of their Re- 7 
preſentatives, but that having choſe fit Perſons 
for that Truſt, they had devolved their whole 


* 


Power upon them, and were oblig'd to acquieſce 
in every Thing they did, and were abſolutel 


bound thereby, every Act of theirs being in 
the Underſtanding of the Law conſider'd as 


their own; and that if the Conduct of the 


Repreſentatives were not ſuch as the Electors 
approv*d of, the latter had no Remedy, till the 


Expiration of the P=——, and then they 
might, if they pleaſed chuſe others in their 


A 1 357 | FAT 
But theſe ſlaviſh and infamous Opinions were 
very juſtly exploded by the Authors of the 
Craftsman ; they deduc'd their Arguments from 
the  Fountain-head, and with great Accuracy 
and Clearneſs, firſt ſhewed the Nature and 
Deſign of Government in general, and then 


proceeded to explain that of our own Country 
in particular, which they very fully proved to 
be founded upon the moſt extenſive Principles 
of Liberty, and produc'd innumerable Inſtan- 
ces to ſhew, that Liberty flouriſh'd in the high- 
| eſt. Perfection from William the Conqueror to 

Queen Elizabeth ; that it has indeed been de- 

clining ever ſince, but that ſo much of our anci- 


ent Conſtitution ſtill remains as ſuffices to evince, 
5 | bs 
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ttzhat Princes are no more than the Servants or 


Miniſters of the Publick ; that as all Power 
was originally derived from the People, ſo it 


finally center'd in them, and that they in their 


collective Body were the ſupreme Sovereign Ju- 
riſdiction of the Nation, to which all other 
Powers were ſubordinate, and to whom, when 
any competent Number of them were aſſembled 
together, not only the King and his Miniſters, 
but hkewiſe both Houſes of P——t, were 


Z accountable for their Conduct, for any Errors 


or Miſcarriages in which, they might be pus 


2 - niſh'd in a ſummary Way, without thoſe tedi- 


ous' Forms which other Methods of Trial and 
Parliamentary Impeachments are ſubject to. 
Theſe Facts were ſo ſelf-evident, and the 
Reaſonings upon them ſo clear and unanſwer- 
able, that Motber Gin, who formerly was 
a zealous Aﬀertor of the Divine Right of 
Kings, became now convinc'd of the Divine 
Right of the People, and thought there could 
not be fo fortunate a Conjuncture to reduce the 
Principles of thoſe illuſtrious Writers into Pra- 
Rice, as that in which the Scheme that has been 
ment ion'd above was to be introduced into the 
World; the Spirits of the People being raiſed 
to a proper Height by the Repreſentations that 
had been given of that Project, in the Writings 
of thoſe Gentlemen, and therefore they reſolved 


to embrace that favourable Opportunity to 


rouze the Genius of a free People, to reaſſume 
their native Dignity and Authority, and aſſert 
thoſe Rights and Powers to which they. were 
born, but which Debts and Taxes, and the mi- 


ſerable Slavery the Nation has groan'd under, 
ever ſince the Revolution, had almoſt worn out 


of their Remembrance. 


©. 
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Ane indeed the Majeſty of the People of Ex- 
"land never appear'd with greater Splendor than 
it did upon this Occaſion; that glorious Con- 
courſe of Tobacconiſts and Vintners, Common 
Council Men, and Aldermen of London, that 
throng'd Weſtminſter Hall, the Court of Requeſls, © 
and all the Avenues and Paſſages leading ro the 
Houſe of Commons, will continue an illuſtr 
ous Example to all Ages of the ſovereign Power 
of the People in their collemtive Body aſſembled, 
and at the ſame Time a noble Inftance of their 
Wiſdom, Temper, and Moderation, in not 
turning their Repreſentatives out of Doors, re- 
ſuming the Authority they had delegated to 
them, and taking the Government of the Na- 
| tion upon themſel ves. ! 

Of all the Patriots that the preſent dig has 
produced in our Country (and ſure no Age or 
Country could ever boaſt of : more) - Mother Gin 
deſerves to be placed the foremoſt-in that illu- 
ſtrious Liſt: It was ſhe ſaved the Nation in the | 
Reign of the late Q — n, of bleſſed Memory, 
hy ſupporting the new M—y in delivering us 
from a bloody and conſuming War, which 
would infallibly have ruin'd us, if it had been 

carried on for one Campaign more; it was he 
ſaved the Church by protecting Dr. Sacheverel, | 
and inſpiring the People to pull down the Diſ: 
ſenting Meeting Houſes; chote Neſts of Schiſm 
and Sedition! It was ſhe made all the glori- 
ous Struggles in the laſt Reign for reſtoring the 
Royal Family of the S=—775 to the Throne of 
their Anceſtors, which the Iniquity of = 
Times had moſt unjuſtly depriv'd them of; 
was ſhe that preſerved us from the fatal Effedts 
 6f-an"Exciſe on Vine and Tobacco; which was 
the moſt dangerous 8 that e ever was made 

At | - | | to | 


te 
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to deſtroy the Liberties of Britain; and laſtly, 

it is the that bas been the chief Prop and Sup- 
port of the Couniry Rariy, which has diſt inguiſſi- 
ed it ſelf fo gloriouſly in the Cauſe of Liberty, 
during the preſent  A—— ——2z, and which 


would inevitably have brought about a total 
Change and Revolution in the G—=—t, if a 
ſtanding Army had not been continually kept 
up to awe and intimidate thoſe brave and difin- 
tereſted Patriots who were engag'd in that great 
and laudable Deſign ; the M —y being ap- 
priz'd that Mother Gin had taken ſuch an irre- 
concileable Averſion to ſtanding Armies, from 


 Z the dangerous Conſequences ſhe apprehended 


from them to her Country, that no Conſidera- 


tion could prevail upon her to appear in any Un- 


dertaking of the leaſt Conſequence, if ſhe heard 
but the Bounce of a Firelock, or the Beat of a 


. | -Rvery ons knows har a.julk andailiihanos 


ſition has been given to the Meaſures of the pre- 


ſent My for above theſe ten Years paſt, 
as well in Speeches and Debates, as in Pam- 


phlets, Journals and Ballads; Speeches and 


Pampblets may be anſwered by other Speeches 
and Pamphlets, but I think there is no anſwer- 


ing 'a Ballad; the Strength of the Oppoſition 
therefore, lay chiefly in their Ballads; the 


Words were generally writ by ſome Patriot of 
eminent Note, but the Compoſure and the Mu- 


ſick were the Province that was aſſign'd to Mo- 


ther Gin: As ſoon as they were diſtributed to 
her from the Preſs ſhe ſung them to the Peo- 


ple; this improved them in Politicks, and gave 
them a proper inſight into the Conduct of the 


M y; all Affairs both foreign and dome- 


ſtick were communicated to them in this Man- N 
3 . C2 Cs: 
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ner; there was not nch d neee 
nor an Ambaſſador ſent abroad, nor 1 | 
of Ships fitted out, nor a Biſhop 4oſtalled, nor 
2 Maid Jof Honour found tripping, nor a Treaty 


df Peace, nor a Tale at the Drawing Room, 


+ -— > Mia patency made the Os of 4 
As the Tory 8 and Politicks bad Gor 


fome Time been generally exploded from their 


ill Succeſs, and perbaps Gn the Miſmanage- 
ment of. thoſe that had the Conduct of them 
and as the Principles of Liberty uniyerſally pre- 
pailed, it was neceſſary for the Leaders of that 
Pariy to ſuſpend their high flown Notions for a 
while, and to pretend a flaming Teal ſor the 
Rights of the —— inſtead therefore of gi- 
ving an unlimited Power to the Crown, as they 
would formerly have done, they were now for 


5 taking all the Power of the Crown away; and . 
ſince they could not have a King of their own n 


chuſing they were not for having any King at 
all; 1 acted on all public Occaſions in per · 
fect Concert with known profeſs'd Republicans, | 

and avowed Enemies to Monarchy, and the 
latter placed a reciprocal Confidence in them; 


and however wide and different from one ano» 


ther their Notions were in other Reſpects, they 1 

intirely agreed in this, that no Government | 

ſhould ever be quiet, or free from Attacks and 

Embaraſments, till they were n into the 
' Adminiſtration of it. 

. ©; Mother Gin did not intirely approve this mot · 
ys unnatural Union and Conjunt᷑t ion of her old 
Friends the Tories, with her old Enemies the 

' Whigs, and therefore ſhe was not at firſt ſo warm 
and 2830 in their Meaſures, as they endea- 


Ge 


1 4 "ws 


Re make the n believe, it was with | 


4541 5 
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= them they were obliged to try every Art 
and Method — could compaſs ſo con- 
 fiderable a Point; they repreſented to her the 
: — State of the Nation, through the had 
and ill Policy of the M —5 ; that 


3 | 4 had made innumerable Alliances, and yet 


bead, hos 


a eee ogg ad ung wy rr. 1-0 

 Aary Expences tting out , yet 
that they never were — any further than Spit- 
h during the Time that they lay 
there they might have made a Voyage round 
the World ; and, perhaps, have conquer'd half 
of it; that — we kept up a ſtanding Ar- 
my, yet we never ſuffer'd them to fight, for 
fear of ſpoiling their Cloaths; that we frequent 
l encamped them in Hyde Park, to ſtrike a 
error into the Patriots that met in Dover and 


| Arlington Street, to conſult about the Good of 


their Country; and that there was a 


GBrarriſon continually upon Duty in the Ter to | 


awe the City 3 that we had many Taxes, but no 
Money to pay them with ; that Coffee, Tea, 


Chocolate, Brandy and Rum, and the -other 


Neceſſaries of Life, were ſubject to the Laws of 
Exciſe 3 that if there was no Duty upon Bread, 
it was becauſe that ſuch a Duty would only affect 
the Rich, and thoſe that had Places in the Go- 
vernment, for that no body elſe had any Bread 


= to eat. That the Courtiers ſpent the Nation's 


_ that Bribery and Corruption were arrived to 


| Money upon French Tumblers and Ttalian Singers, 


while the Authors and Actors of good Engl 
Tragedies and Comedies were ſuffers to ſtarve; 


ſuch an exorbitant Height, that very few Gen- 
tlemen of the Country Party had ready Money 
ee to purchaſe & 1 and therefore, 

; _ 
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a they bad 2 natural hutereſt in the Place, 


yet they were under a Neceſſity of incumbring 


their Eſtates, in order to ſer ve their Country in 


F. t; that after they had been at a vaſt. 


Expence for that Purpoſe, they were not able 


at Jaſt to do any Serve at all, becauſe every 
Thing was carried by a Majority; which Ma- 


jority was manifeſtly in 3 Intereſt of the 


ee that the Country Party were quite 
tir*d with ſerving the Publick for nothing; that 


the Nation would be abſolutely undone if there 
were not an immediate Change of 'M z——y 
and Meaſures; and that the only Hopes they: 


had left to accompliſn ſo deſirable a Point, were 
in ſuch a - We non the "Pairiols- with the 
7, ö ; 
\ Beſides theſe. e ene and gives: 5 


Pn uſe ofito prevail with Mother Gin to 


approve of this Coalition, ſhe was given private- 
ly to underſtand by ſome of her Friends among 
the Tories, that they had at the Bottom of their 
Hearts as implacable an Averſion to theſe 


Patriot: Whigs, : their: Schemes and Principles, . 29 


ſhe her ſelf could have; and that, though the 


Neceſſity and Circumſtances of their Affairs had 


for the preſent united them together in one com- 
mon Band of Alliance, in order, by ſuch a 
Conjunction, - to make their Oppoſition to the 
M — 1 the more formidable, yet as ſoon as 
their on particular Views were: ſerved,: and 
that they had by the Means of their new Friends 


accompliſh'd their Deſigns, they intended to 
make them off, and leave them where they found 
them; that is, grumbling, diſcontented Whigs 


ſtill ; for though they might make uſe of them 
as Tools and Inſtruments to work themſelves 
inen was yet when Uhce © they had 1 . 


. 


tal. S 
the Prize chat they contended for i it was never 
their Intention to let them have the leaſt Share 
in it; for when the Structure was rais'd there 
was no further Occaſion for the Scaffolding; 
that if their Deſigns ſucceeded Meiben Gin 
ſhould be reſtor'd to all her ancient Rights and 
Privileges ; the Riot Act ſhould be repealed, 
and ſhe ſhould have as much Power and need 
ence as ever in the Government of the Nation. 
Theſe were the ſecret Reaſons bia e | 
Mother Ein to fall in with the Patriots, though 
thoſe Gentlemen have valued themſelves ex- 
ceedingly upon the great Regard and Venera- 
tion that ſhe: had for: them, and have in their 
Speeches and Writings always boaſted of her 
pretended Attachment to them as of the Voice 
of the People declaring in their Favour; and 
they have accordingly taken all Opportunities 
to pay extraordinary Court to her, in order to 
eſtabliſh themſelves in her good Graces ; all chac 
they ever ſaid, or writ, or did, was intirely cal- 
eulated to pleaſe and ingratiate themſelves with 
her they complimented her upon her Power, her 
Wiſdotb, her Prudence, her nice Way of jodg- 
ing and diſtinguiſhing,of Things; her unbiaffed 
Juſtice, and profound Knowledge in chuſing 
ber Magiſtrates, Miniſters, and Repreſenta- 
tives; who were always: Perſons of the higheſt 
Eminence for their Virtue; Integrity, and Abi- 
lities z that ſſie was always right when ſhe: fol- 
lower her own Opinion and judgment, ne- 
ver wrong, but when, through Accident, 
want of Attention, ſhe fuer, her ſelf to be 
miſled by the-fallacious Arts, and falſe Inſinu- 
ations of others; that ſhe never praisd or cen- 
ſur'd but where Praiſe or Cenſure was due; that 
; ken Opinion was the only true Teſt of Merit; 
Fi "Fa that 


. % ; 


lately a Whig 1, that they proceeded 
5 ous their Views, Deligns and Actions, intire-⸗ 


| r 


mümagin d, tuat by 
the Patriots in any particular Tranſaction, ſhe = 


moſiqy and Gppoſition to the M 


1 x 24 7% 
ch Scale every Man's Condu& and De- 
weighed ; that the liigheſt 
Officers of State were 
ere and that even Princes 


3 were accountable for their Actions | 
at her Tribunal. 6 


Thbefe de Praifeb which the Patriety bes 


Amd on Mother Gin, it muſt be acknowledged, 
made ſome fions upon her; and ſhe, now 


and chen in return, made ſome little Efforts to 


ſerve them; but the moſt incurious Obſerver 
might eaſily perceive,” they were cold and lane 

guid, and that her Heart, notwithſtanding, was 
never intirely with them, unleſs it was when the 
ing ſome Countenance to 


ſhould procure 3 . conſiderable Advantage to 
the Torres 3 ſhe never approved the loofe Princi- 
ples, and the various; uncertain Conduct of the 


former; ſhe thought thoſe that througli any 


little trifling Diſſat isfaction or Diſguſt would 
deſert and betray their own Party couſd never be 
faithful to another; fie looked upon their Ani- 
y % be 
the effect of perſonal Pi. ge and Spleen, that tho? 


Patriotiſm — Pablick Spirit were the Pretence, 
yet that diſappointed len and the Deſire 


of Power, were the real Motives of their De- 


fect ion; and ſhe was confirm d in this Opinion 


by an Obſer vation ſhe had made, that thoſe ve- 
ry Perſons who were the loudeſt in their Excla- 
mations againſt the preſent A — , bad 


been themſelves the moſt zealous Promoters of 
thoſe Counſels and Meaſures which they now 


condemned. Sbe knew the M — y vas bio- 


94 
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12 ut and abſurd, that Men who always were, 
add ftill profeſſed to be of the fame Principles, 
if they were in earneſt, and really meant What 
they faid, could be ſo violent in their Reſent- 
ments about the Means, ſince they agreed ſo 
well as to the End; unleſs the Diſpute was purely 
of 2 private Nature, ay ſhe ſincerely believed 
it to be, and that the Oppoſition'of the Patriots 
vas not at all how the Affairs of the Nation ſhould 
be adminiſter'd, but Who ſhould have the Ad- 
miniſtration of them; and ſhe imagined, that 
"the ſtrange Inconfiftency and Contradiction that 
appearec in the Conduct of thoſe Gentlemen 
could not be otherwiſe reconciled to common 
* Senſe; but that, if it was as ſhe conjectur d, all 
' theDifficulty vaniſh*d immediately; the Warmth 
And Paſſion they diſcovered upon all Occaſions 
zinſt rhe Meaſures of the Government wete 

* ear and eaſy to be accounted. for; and that it 
'was.manifeſtly no more than a erforal Quarrel, 
and a Contention for Power, in which, as che 
Nation had no Concern, the People bad no Oc- 


5 caſion to intereſt themſelves in it. 
Though as I have obſer vd Kata. the Pa. 


_ triors ers extreamly fond to have Mother Aa : 

thought to be of their Side, and enga 

9 Meafures, yet the Coldneſs and Ind ory 
with which ſhe treated them, gave them 
ounds to believe, that they could have no 


Be e upon her, any further chan as og LET 
„ -, . 


were united in Intereſt wich the Tories; a 
that if any Breach or Difference ſhould: happe 
among them, ſhe would certainly join with * : 
latter; they knew hat the ſame Time, that if 
* loſt * wu muſt, * a 3 Conſe. 
D __ _  quenge, 


1.26 1 | | 

. quence, loſe what they called the Voice of ibe 
People, which was intirely under her Influence 
aud Direction; and from which they had re- 
cCeiv'd very conſiderable Advantage, in all their 
popular Meetings, Elections, and Rejoicings, 
particularly in the two Cities of London and Bri- 
fol; not only famous for their great Wealth 
and extenſive Commerce, but moſt Jjuſtly to be 
admited for the decent and modeſt Deportment 
of their Inhabitants, and the Regularity and 
good Order of their Government. 
But notwithſtandipg the Services that Mother 
Ein had occaſionally done the Patriots, or might 


9 


be capable of doing for the future, yet as they I 


were very, well 2ffured, that what ſhe had done 


did not proceed from any real Regard or Aﬀec- 


tion for them, and that, though they had her 


Voice, yet they had not her Heart; and be- 


. ſides, not being ſecure of her Friendſhip, they 


were afraid of her Enmity, if the Circumſtan- 
ces of Affairs ſhould ever tempt her to turn 


againſt them, which was not an unlikely Thing 
to happen; and; likewiſe wiſely , conſidering 
that in ſuch caſe, the more powerful ſhe was, 
as an Ally, the more formidable ne would be 


7 | C | 1 1 , | 
as an Adverſary z and upon the whole Matter 


ballanciog the Good ſhe had done them, againſt 
the Evil the might do them, they thought ir the 
moſt prudent ee e, fince ſhe 
was not a Friend to | it 1 | 
of her Power to be an Enemy to be fear'd, and 
therefore they reſol J their H- 
at Once, and to facrifice her to their own Safety 
ä % 00 
There was among the. Patriot a very ſage 
grave, and vencrable Perſon, eminent above al 
3 X e Er Try 8 for 
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de rely'd on, to put it our 


olyed to rid their Hands of ber 
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= - for 7 50 Virtue, Toſtice and lategrity, 'of the 
moſt conſummate Wiſdom and Experience in 
Affairs, free bimſelf from Paſſion, Pride, Va- 
nity, Avarice, and all the other F railties and 
Imperfections incident to human Nature, and 
yet mild and indulgent to the Vices, Weakneſ- 
ſes and Follies of others; of a Diſpoſition ſo 
amia le and benevolent, that he was never ſee 

to frown, and at the ſame Time fo pale 
XZ and ſerious that he was never known to ſmile ; 
auſtcre and rigid to himſelf, but kind and bene- 4 
volent to all the World beſide 3 his Temper | 
was always even, his Soul was always open; 
he was bleſſed with great Riches, but his Libe= 
rality was more extenſive than his Wealth: He 

was a ſevere Monitor to the Great and Power- 

ful, if they wander'd at any Time out of the 
Road of Virtue; but eaſy to be reconciled, and 

to forgive their paſt Errors and Miſcarriages, 

= when they returned into it again; he was never 
to be biaſed in his Conduct Dy Intereſt, Preju-, 
dice, Friendſhip or Alliance; he always acted 
with Impartiality, and therefore whenever he 
was miſtaken in his Judgment, he was nor. 

| aſham*d to own ir, and to retract his Opi- 
nion. 
Io this 1 1.7 Neftor of the Age, as wiſe, 
and almoſt as old as he we read of in Homer, a, 
ſelect and choſen Number of Patriots had re- 
courſe, to receive his Advice and Directions 
concerning the Proſecution of Mother Gin: They 
were beginning to open to him the State and 
Nature of the Caſe, and to explain to him the 
Reaſons that determin'd them to ſuch a Pro- 
ceeding; but he preſently ſtopp'd them ſhort, 
Y Aang not ſuffer one of them to ſpeak a Word, 

; D 2 . 
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but took up the Argument himſelf ; run through | 
every Thing that could be ſaid on both Sides 
of the Queſtion ; conſider'd it in every Light, 
__ weighed every Circumſtance, debated the Mat- 
ter over and over again, I mean with himſelf, 
for every body elſe was obliged to be dumb; 
one while he doubted whether it was a right 
Meaſure or no, then he was poſitive that it was; 
immediately after he was poſitive that ir was 
not; then he doubted again, then he was poſitive 
© again ;, ſometimes he thought it a Matter of the 
greateſt Nicety and Difficulty, at another Time 
he looked upon 1t to be ſo clear and plain that it 
did not require a moment's Neliberation 3 now 
he abſolutely refuſed to have any Share or Con- 
cern at all in the Affair; now he reſolved to 
take the whole Conduct and Management of it 
_: upon himſelf; and after changing his Opinion 
; "twenty different Times, he at laft determin'd on 
) Jo 
The worthy Patriots, who were heartily vex- 
ed with feeing the Perſon that they promiſed 
themſelves the chief Aſſiſtance from, ſo very 
uncertain and irreſolute, were at a |Loſs how to 
demean themſelves under fuch critical Circum- 
ſtances ; if they differ'd from him in any parti: 
cular Point, he, contradicted them; if they 
agreed with him, he contradicted himfelf ; but 
hey were obliged to expreſs their Approbation 
or Diſlike in dumb Sheto, for he would not ſuffer 
them to ſpeak; for if any one endeavour'd to 
open his Lips, he immediately injoyn'd him 
ſilence ; if he preſum'd to offer any Reaſons, ! 
he anſwer'd them before he heard them; they 
1 5 therefore concluded, that it would be the beſt 
= Way to let him go on till he was tired, and 
1 e r 


3 


| 


_ f 29] 
when he could talk no longer himſelf they ' mas 
in'd he would hear what t they had to ſay. 
But they were miſtaken in their — pa 
be would not give them an Op r to put 
in one Word, though they Things 
to offer, to ſhew 2 755 Reaſonableneſs — 
Neceſſity of what they propos d, and that 
either the Nation or Mather Ein muſt be ruin- 
ed, but ſtill continuing his Diſcourſe ; *© Gentle= 
* men, ſays he, This is an Affair of great 
Weight and Difficulty ; I have turned it 
every Way in my Mind; and the more 1 
1,8 aa it, the mu Doubts I have about 
46 tis of too much Importance either to be 
Nh haſten'd or delay'd 5 we. cannot take too 
much Time before we come to any Reſolu- 
© tion; and yet we cannot reſolve too ſoon; I + 
* have heard, with great Attention, what you 
* have faid for it; I have weigh'd very 
«© well what others may fay againſt it; I muſt, 
« do you the Juſtice. to ſay, that you have 
«« put your Arguments in the ſtrongeſt Light 3. 
« and | moſt do my ſelf the Juſtice to ſay, that. 
« [ have done the ſame bytheirs who may be 
«. againſt che Meaſure 1 — you now propoſe z. 
but J am far from being convinced either by 
your Reaſons or my own 5. if you have urged 
«© many Things of weight in ſupport of your 
6 Side of the Queſtion, _ I have encounter d 
« them with Things of full as great Weight 
„ that might be wn of the other Side of the 
«. Queſtion ; in this I have acted with that 
X *<« Candor and Impartiality which always has 
«© been, and always ſhall be the Rule of my 
= ©< Conduct; but 4 ſhould deviate egregiouſly 
= © from chat Rule, if 6 ſhould determine "4 
11 , _— 
| „ 
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* be endthvouring ig make me 5 buc as 1 
6 Vir not io be bis h by Prejudice, Affection 


4 of Intereſt” ſo P Am or to 455 impoſed upon 


ve falſe Gloſſes, arrfdl Tafiduarions, and the 
«Vanity 4k, lar Applauſe; * Troth, h, Ju- 
N Aide aut Enlon, are my Guides, and them 
abe 2 Fill folJow'3 If chror za want of 
e Tadg ment, or Want of Attention, we tit:ke 


2 1 „Bert get alhamed'to o acknqw. 


Er 15 for it is an eſtablihed 
2 1525 i! 5 me, that he who will not own 
2 Himſelf” to be in the Wrong; when he really 
4 it ſo, does not know; or des not care when, 
ache Haß to be in the Right: As this is a 
ce Pfincip 


«may ſafely concur with you in the Proſecu- 
44 tio bY Mother Gin; for though Fam not ſa- 


- tis fick that ſuch a Proefecurion' is to be juſti- 


ethat 1 Have laid down, and fhall al. 
.« ways obferve, ſo upon this Principte I'think 


OY dg pet 1 am 45 ar from. being” fatisfy'd f 


< that ic is not; atm thetefore for proceeding 
. againſt her Tronlediately with all 1 le, 


T: 76H It ſhould appear to me that 

_ «©been miſtaken, I Halt be very ready 
Willing; in the' 0 of. che who W Vorld, to 

. nf my Elrôr. Y 1 


: | The Patriots havi 1-7 8 of 0 HAS e Polt made a 
red,” leaving It to bim 


their Obeifance and c 
td recòncile his Prinei fes and his Conduct to his 
Confcience, a8 well as He could; for 'ast& Cheiro n_ 
| mw it "was "rhe Copiftatic Piacti ce With then 
e Thing they undertook, Bitte com- 
e*then= Work, and to conſider of Eafons 


for e it, aer it Was done. Thus was 
ow” 


OY 
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or f afterwtds, upon” matute Delibe- 
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the Ruin of Mother Gin reſolved on; and my | 
her Fate be an Example to all Patriots, how © = 
little Reliance is to be had upon the Voice or 
Affections of the People, in the Day of Trou- 
ble and Adverſityz for though no Perſon in 
our Time ever had ſo large a Share of popular 
Love and Eſteem as ſhe could boaſt of, yer ſhe 
was ſuffer' d to fall a Sacrifice to her Adverſaries, 
without one Hand lifted up, or even one Tongue 
to ſpeak in her Defence. 


